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Sports editor Kevin
Dinsdale tock the first direct
flight from Newcastle Airport
to Toronto, Canada, to see-
what the province of Ontario
has to offer.

OR too long now, transatlantic iravel from the
1 North-East has usually mnvolved flying vid oné of
' London’s major airports.

Apart from a few charter holiday ighls to Florida in
the summer manths, there have been no regular direct
flights o North Amenca from the region for vears.

With return journeys always taking place overnight,
the pamn of ravelling via London cormnes when vou land
back in the UK -and then face a wait of several hours for
a connecting flight, just when vour body clock 1s telling
you sleep 15 needed immediately.

Unless you've travelled first class and been able to get
some resl, this leaves Jet-lag inevitable and brngs an
exhausang end Lo your trip.

However, that doesn't necessarily have to be the case
now, thanks to Canadian Affair.

They niave just launched a weekly service to Torontos
Lester B Pearson intermatonal arport, which handles a
third of Canada’s air traffic and offers wavellers scores of
connectons to destinanons all over Nortiy America,

With refurn flights priced from around £200, m-
cluding taxes, Canadian Affair offer an attractively
priced means of getung across the Pond en route to
many of the continent’s more popular destinations.

And Teronto 15 also a great starting pownt for anvone
Iooking to explore Canada — an opporturaty which, as a
self-confessed fan of visiting the United States I wasn't
about to turty down m a hury.

And here's how mv vovage of discoverv unfolded:

Day one

Depart Newcastle on the 1.30pm Canadian Affair flight, by
Thomas Cook Altlines, fo Toronto with a journey time ot
six-and-three-quarter hours (35 minutes less on the return
thanks to tail-winds). You can be in Canada guicker than i
you were taking a coach trom Newcastle to Carnwall and
the comtort on the Boeing 757 is excellent for economy
passengers with leather seating and 35ins legroom.

On amval — mid-afternoan local time — 1 am mat by the
standard long queues at immigration. But these clear
relatively quickiy and less than an hour after fanding | amve
by taxi at my first destination, the very modern Sheraton
Centre Hotel in the heart or downtown Toronio. A rapid
train link 15 currenily being consfructed which will take
travellers from the aport terminal building into the heart of
the city 1n around 20 minutes and at a fraction of the cost
{the taxi charge was £25).

Toronto, onthe shore of Lake Ontario, 1s a vibrant, multi-
cultural city with
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SIMPLY AMAZING: Across the Offawa river is the city of Gatineau and dn idedl way to see

4.5 million people — when the towns which make up its
suburbs are taken into account.

As Ganada’s financial centre, skyscrapers dominate the
downtown architecture, but these are regularly
inerspersed with histonc buildings and there is a teel ot
Manhattan fo the place.

i end the day by exploring the entertamment district
close to my hotel. This offers a wide choice of bars,
restawrants, bistros, cates and nightclubs and is the
heartbeat of the city at night, especially when one of
Toranio’s three main sports teams — the Maple Leafs (ice
hockay), Raptors (basketball) and Blue Jays (baseball)
whose home arenas lie less than a mile away, have a
game with fans pouring out into Queen Street West and
nearby. The atmosphere i1s refaxed, the tood hearty and
generous and | quickly conclude that | could get used to
the place.

Day two

In the morming | fook around some of the other downtown
areas and discover there 1s lots to do. For shoppers there
are many boutiques and stores and the huge indoor Eaton
Centre, on Queen Street, houses around 250 shops
and restaurants under a glass and steel roof.

Mary shopping areas and hotels are alsafinked
undetground by more than 11km of tunnels
known as The Path.

North of the mmediate city centre area,
high-end stores, like Guccl, Hermes and
Chanel can be tound on Bloor Street for
those with & bigger budget and more
exclusive tastes. With sterling strong
against the Canadian dollar at the
moment — at around 2.1 to the pound
—there are even bargains to be had

here.

Probably Toronto’s most famous
landmark, the 1,815f CN Tower - a
large zoo, beaches, shoreline
parks, harbour islands and several
impressive  museums  and  art
galleries, including the 1ce hockey

Hall of Fame, are all available to the
visitor.

And getiing around Toronto ts.easy
with many features within walking
distance, white a cheap and efficient
subway system and framcars above

ground are on hand for those travelling
further afield.

In the afterncon, however, | take a three-
hour tour of the cify's most interesting sites on
foot with local historian Bruce Bell. He introduces

me to a host of places of interest which a short-stay visitor
like myself would simply not have tound otherwise — such
as the wonderful Kensington Market, with its wide
collection of foed stalls, and amazing aromas, cafes and
craft outlets built on the site of the first ¢ity hall, which was
huilt by British settlers.

Much of Bruce’s towr takes in sites which aptly
demonstrate Toronto's distinctiy Brifish heritage, including
the Anglican Cathedral of St George.

A visit fo the Canoe restaurant on the 54th floor o one
of the four tower blocks which make up the Toronto
Dominion Cenire also provides a iree aliernative to the
spectacularview across Lake Ontario uBSQma atacostto
visitors o the CN Tower.

Blessed with a beautiful, clear, sunny day | was able to
lust make out probably Ontario’s most popular tourist
aftraction, Niagara Falls, in the distance. Niagara 1s about
80 miles by road hut can also be reached by bus and train
in about two hours from Taronto and would have made ior
an exciting day trip had | had the time.

My evening 15 spent with a second wisit to the
entertasnment district for some iood and relaxation.

As the hours dwindle away, a tinge of disappoiniment
sets in that | won't get to see more of Toronto.

But it has certainly found a spot high on my list of those
places | must visit agamn.

Days three to five

I leave the Sheraten Centre by taxi fo pick up a rental car
atthe Naiional office at Union Street train station to enable
me to head off on the next leg of my tour — to the capital,
Cttawea, about a four-and-a-hatf-hour drive from downtown
‘Faronto. )

Around 5Q miles out of the city, | begin to encounter the
sort of landscape which [ imagined as typical Canada with
mile after mile ot farmland and small seftlements -
aithough [ am assured that this 1sn't tuly the sparse
countryside this vast country I1s famed for, as there are
many large areas of whers you can drive tor hours without
seeing either a house or another vehicle!

Driving is a doddle with fraffic net too heavy and the
highway system, as in the States, hoth comprehensive
and easy to comprehend and navigaie.

Passing though the municipality of Durham, county of
Northumbertland and signposts for the port of Newcastie
along the way gives me a teeling of home, but is also
another giveaway clue as fo the region's British heritage.

in what seems no ime at all, | amve in-Ottawa and my
hotel, the Delta Hotet and Suites, situated about a 10~
minute walk trom the city centre.

Ottawa, with a population of roughly 800,000, 15 a lot
different to Toronto, having a much more small-town feel.
This year the city 1s celebrating the 150th anniversary ot
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A NEW WORLD: Toronto’s landmark, the 1.815ft CN Tower, and leff, the city’s stunning skviine.

being chosen by Quieen Victoria io be the seat of
government and lagislation.

Consequently, among its many places of interest, are a
wide range of government buildings, including Parliament,
which are all worth a visit. A great deat more of the general
architecture 1s of the pre-20th Cenlury vanety, too —
although there are Impressive modern structures, such as
the US Embassy —which resembles a nuclear submarine
trom one end — and the Naticnal Gallery of Canada.

Situated on the Ottawa River, which separates Ontano
from French-speaking Quebec and was once used to
trangport logs and timber, it is a city In which Anglophones
and Francophones have always lived side by side.

Many other nationalities have since armved and, like
Toronto, Ottawa 1s a multi-cuitural and muiti-ethnic city.

This lends itseff fo an interesting mix, something
iftustrated clearly In the city's lively Byward Market and
nearby Dajhouste Sireet, which house a very wide choice
of culinary delights n its restaurants, cates and bistros,
while there are plenty of bars and nighclubs, too, and a
farmers market during the day. This appears fo be the
hearibeat of the city and spending some time here I1s a
must for all visitors.

Ottawa 15 also home to a world-famous annual Tulip

Festival in the fiest three weeks of May with more than a
miflion flowers brightening up the city along a 15km
route.

Across the Ottawa river 1s the city of Gatineau and an
ideal way o see both is by taking an amphibious bus tour

{£15 for an hour) which winds its way around the city
streets and then dives info the water to give vou views from
the rver.

History 1s important in Ottawa and visitors can also find
the Canadian Museum of Civilization and the Canadian
War Museum In the city.

Day six

| head out of Ottawa tor my final stop-off - at Canada's first
capital cily, Kingston. Along the way | take a ook at the
charming nverside town of Merrickville — complete with a
sign torbidding use ot snow bikes on the main street, giving
an indication of how severe the winlers can be i Oniario.
You could be forgeven tor believing you were in the Lake
District here, while a little later in Brockville, on the banks of
the St Lawrence nver, | encounter a place with a teel ot a
County Durham market town, such as Chesterle-Street.

Both provide enjoyable interludes on my way fo
Ganonogue, trom where | take a one-hour boat trip around
some of the Tamous Thousand Islands dotted around the
St Lawrence. Some of these are quite amazing, with a
single house built on a plot of land only Just big enough to
fit one m.

From here, | continue my journey to Kingston, which is
very old world and charming. | spend the might n a
fabulous tormer bank building —andthen gantlierman’s club
— dafing back more than 200 years, which has been
lovingly restored and converied by owners Beare
Weatherup and Susan Shaw. Situated just vards away
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WITH weather breaking the sunshine records,
hort haul operators are’ slashing prices,

Says Andy. Washinigton, sales and distribution
director-at Gosmos Holidays:: “With seven- night
wm_rum"m_v_:@ holidays; including retarn flights, m the
Algarve, Zante, Minorca and Cyprus from £99 in
the second week of May, and from £129 the week
after, packages are selling-for less than pecple pay
by putting their own packages together”

At www.deckchar.com, seven nights in a five-

- star Sheraton hetel on. the banks of the Nile, ncl
.z_@:ﬁ and transters rom May. 14, starts at £229.
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Manchestér on May 21,

. Youtravel.comi, has tour nights’ allinclusive in

Zo<m Majorca, from ZQEomﬂ_m £219.

from the St Lawrence River and the old centre of Kingston
with its boutiques and restaurants — including the excellent
Tango tapas bar on King Street East — the Fontenac Club
Inn and its environs 15 undoubtedly a small slice of

" Canadian paradise.

Day seven
Ieave Kingston's charm behind and head for Toronto, the
airport and home.

In a week | have expenenced a small cross section of
what Ontano has to offer. Given the chance to do so agam,
I would have no hesitation In grabbing it with both
hands.

Travelfacis

Canadian Affair offers a weekly non-stop flight fram
Newcastle fo Toronto, with prices from £92 oneway
{including texes). Canadian Affair provided Kevin
Dinsdale’s seven day trip to Ontano, which costs from
£467 per person: This includes return flights with
Thomas Cook Airlines from Newcastle to Toronto, two
nights accommodation at the Sheraton Toronto, three
nights at the Deita Ottewa Hotel & Suites, and one night
at the Club Frontenac Inn, all based on two people
sharng on a room-only basis. The price also includes one
week’s fully nclusie rental of a compact sized car, with a
free upgrade to a midsized vehicle.

For information and reservations, call Canadian Affair on
(020) 76169933 or (0141) Mmm.,wmpm. or visit
www.canadianaffair.com

For more information on Ontaro, visit
www.ontarotravel.net /uk and to request a brochure,
please call (01622) 832288.

The Sheraton Cenire, 123 Queen Street West, Toronto, 15
part of the Starwood Hotels group. For further
information and bookings fog on to

www starwoodhotel.com

Bruce Bell tour intormation is availabie at
www.brucebelltours.com

Natichal Car Rental has outiets throughout Gntano and
mare information 15 available at www.nationalcar.ca

Deita Ottawa Hotel and Suites, 361 Queen Street,
Ottawa 15 part of the Delta Hotels group. For further

‘information log on to www.deltahotels.com

Further details on the Frontenac Cluky inn, 225 King
Street Fast, Kingston can be obtained by logging on to
www. frontenacclub.com

More intormation on the Gananoque Boat Line 1s
available at www.ganboatline.com

General intormation on Ontano 1s accessible at
www.ontariotounsm.com with specific city sites at
www.tarortotounsm.com, www.ottawatourism.ca and
tounsm.kingstoncanada.com
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